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heavy weights which would 
have to be wound twice a 
week to fall again. Lit at night 
by eight 30-candle powered 
lamps, the accompanying bell, 
manufactured in England, was 
reported to be so quiet it could 
hardly be heard from across 
Burwood Road, intentionally 
done in an effort to not wake 
local residents.
The clockmaker, Mr. F 
Ziegler maintained the clock 
presumably until he passed 
away, though winding of the 
clock would have been within 
the duties of the town hall 
keepers. In 1957, Hawthorn 
City Council accepted a quote 
from Ingrams Bright Pty Ltd 
(Ingrams Time Systems) to 
repair the clock for £30 and 
continue all clock maintenance 
for a 12-month period for £27. 
That year, Ingrams converted 
the clock from gravity powered 
to hipp movement and 
have maintained the clock 
ever since. The conversion 
introduced electricity to the 
clock to keep the pendulum 
mechanism swinging, meaning 
manual winding was no longer 
required and the time could be 
kept more accurately. Though 
records do not state exactly why 
the clock was converted, it is 
possible that it was due to the 
effort of the regular winding or 
damage and poor maintenance 
where replacement was the 
most cost-saving measure.
The clock is now run by 
a stepper motor, which 
provides computer numerical 
control and gives the hands a 
continuous and smooth motion, 
similar to a gravity clock, 
instead of the rushed motion 
of a hipp movement clock. The 
clock is also connected to a GPS 
which allows for the displayed 
time to be split-second 
accurate. Despite the upgrades 
throughout the years, the clock 
does stop working on average 
twice a year, typically due to 
power failures. When the clock 
is out of time, the Hawthorn 
Arts Centre often receives many 
calls and visits from locals 
letting them know. In these 

instances the issue is rectified 
and if necessary, replacement 
parts are fitted. Sometimes the 
clock can remain out of time 
or stopped until a specialised 
technician is available.
The clock’s original Second 
Empire style facade and 
original arms have remained 
the same since 1911 with some 
cosmetic repairs, including 
replacement of the glass on 
the clock face, removal of rust, 
replacement of steelwork, and 
fresh coats of paint.
In 2020, the clock tower 
itself underwent restoration 
and refurbishment works 
conducted by Ivy Construction. 
The 2019-20 council budget 
allocated $200,000 for the 
works, which were contracted 
for $264,000 and included 
restoration of “windows, clock 
faces, slate roof, cast iron 
balustrade, and tower original 
orbs”.
There have been many changes 
behind the scenes of the 
Hawthorn Arts Centre clock, 
which remains an important 
part of Glenferrie’s history and 
a helping hand to passersby.

HAWTHORN ARTS CENTRE CLOCK

TURNING THE HANDS OF THE CLOCK

GEARS BEHIND CLOCK FACE

Keeping Time
The clock at the Hawthorn 
Arts Centre (360 Burwood 
Road) was first set in motion 
at 3pm on Saturday, 5 August 
1911 by Acting-Mayoress Miss 
Gibney. Now over a century 
old, the clock still remains 
a significant local reference 
point and defining feature of 
the Glenferrie skyline.
The Hawthorn Arts Centre, 
named the Hawthorn Town 
Hall until 2013, was built in 
1888. The original structure 
included council chambers, a 
post office, police station, and 
hosted an array of different 
community events. A clock 
was first proposed in 1862 for 
the original town hall, but it 
was almost 50 years later that 
the clock was installed in the 
redesigned building, around 
the same time that the post 
office was relocated east of 
the town hall to the building 
which is now Access Health & 
Community.
The large Second Empire style 
clock was manufactured and 
installed by clockmaker Mr. F 
Zeigler who, four years earlier 
(1907), made and installed 
the Flinders Street Station 
clock. Hawthorn’s clock was 
installed for £500 (equivalent 
to $69,663 today) and was a 
gravity powered clock with a 
dial diameter of six feet, nine 
inches and 11-inch numerals. 
It worked by the slow drop of 
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COVID-19 
Vaccination 
Locations
In February 2021, the 
Australian Government 
began the COVID-19 
vaccination rollout, 
with vaccine eligibility 
administered in phases.  
Still in the early stages of 
rollout, vaccinations are 
available through hospitals, 
a selection of general 
practitioners (GPs), and 
high-volume vaccination 
centres.
Currently, there is limited 
supply of the AstraZeneca 
and Pfizer COVID-19 
vaccines with doses available 
to higher risk individuals 
within the first phase. Official 
health advice preferences 
the AstraZeneca vaccine for 
those over 50 and the Pfizer 
vaccine for those under 50. 
To find out if you are eligible 
for a COVID-19 vaccination, 
visit healthdirect.gov.au/
coronavirus.
At the time of publication, 
locals can book COVID-19 
vaccines with GPs at 
Medical Clinic Hawthorn (585 
Glenferrie Road) via  
9042 6890, Hawthorn Medical 
(125 Power Street) via  
hotdoc.com.au, and 
Access Health & Community 
(378 Burwood Road) via 
9810 3000. Please ensure 
you have checked your 
eligibility before booking. 
Availability of appointments 
will increase as more 
vaccines are available and 
as more GPs are set up for 
administering.
You can also visit one of 
Victoria’s high-volume 
vaccination centres including 
Heidelberg Repatriation 
Hospital and the Royal 
Exhibition Building. Call the 
COVID-19 hotline on 1800 675 
398 to make an appointment 
at a centre or walk-in.
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More Time to 
Outdoor Dine 
On 23 March 2021, City of 
Boroondara announced 
council’s COVIDSafe outdoor 
dining measures would be 
extended until 30 June 2021.
Last year, City of Boroondara 
allowed special use of public 
spaces and waived permit fees 
for outdoor dining originally 
planned to be in place until 31 
March 2021. In November 2020, 
council converted parking 
bays along Glenferrie Road 
into raised dining areas, or 
‘parklets’, and civic spaces such 
as Beswicke Square into alfresco 
dining spaces as part of their 
‘COVID-19 business recovery’.
While all outdoor trading 
permit fees continue to 
be waived, some parklets 
were removed as originally 
intended if under-utilised 
and/or impacting on parking 
and traffic amenities. Five 
of Glenferrie Road’s parklets 
were removed at the end 
of March, with seven set to 
remain until the end of June. 
Council explained that these 
decisions were determined 
through a parklet usage 
audit and community and 
trader consultation.
Dee, owner of El Churro Cafe 
(710 Glenferrie Road), felt 
“lucky” they share their 
parklet with equally eager 
restaurants when asked 
whether they wanted their 
parklet to be extended. She 
has been “very happy” with 
the constant communication 
from council, who installed a 
foot traffic counter in her front 
window. However, she noted 
a lack of information about 
parklet upkeep left her having 
to water the plants with no 
maintenance visits.
The option to extend the 
parklet outside Ribs & Burgers 
(862 Glenferrie Road) was not 
presented to manager Adrian. 
While he did notice gardeners 
visiting, he personally only 
heard from council upon 
parklet installation and 
removal. While he expected 
the parklet to be removed 
in March, Adrian hopes the 
alfresco option so attractive 
to customers will return 
next summer.

EARLY APRIL PARKLET REMOVAL

DEE, OWNER OF EL CHURRO CAFE,  
710 GLENFERRIE ROAD 

CR WES GAULT WITH LOCAL RESIDENTS AT 
THE MARCH MONTHLY MEET-UP

Monthly Meet-Ups 
with Cr Wes Gault  

20 May, 4:00 - 5:00pm 
@ Hawthorn Aquatic & 
Leisure Centre cafe 
(1 Grace Street)

17 June, 4:00 - 5:00pm
@ Alley Tunes Records 
(8/660A Glenferrie Road)
 
All local residents and 
businesses are invited 
to attend, have a chat, 
and share their ideas and 
thoughts for the Glenferrie 
Ward—no RSVP necessary, 
simply drop in. 

The Glenferrie Times is an 
independent publication for 
the traders, residents, and 
visitors to the Glenferrie 
precinct in Hawthorn.
It is produced by a small 
team who are dedicated to 
nurturing the Glenferrie 
community & providing a 
forum for the betterment 
of the area. 
We hope to provide the 
people of Glenferrie with 
a relevant & informative 
publication.
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PROFILES:  
If you are a Glenferrie 
trader who wishes to have 
your business featured 
in The Glenferrie Times, 
please contact us via phone 
or email. 
We will do our best to 

Glenferrie’s Missing 
Community Events
After the cancellation of the 
annual Glenferrie festival 
organised by the Glenferrie 
Traders Association (GTA), 
the opportunity to host 
alternative, COVIDSafe events 
for the community over the 
summer has now passed. 
In December 2020, City of 
Boroondara stated they were 
“actively engaged with the 
[GTA] on alternative COVID-
safe events to be held during 
2021”. However, neither council 
nor GTA have announced any 
plans for upcoming community 
events in Glenferrie following 
council’s ‘Summer in the Park’ 
series in January and two small 
placemaking events in March.
Over 600 commercial 
properties pay nearly $200,000 
in annual special rate and 
charges to the GTA through 
council rates, for the purpose 
of marketing and promoting 
Glenferrie Hawthorn. The 
businesses that these funds 
are intended to support are 
understandably disappointed 
with the lack of recent activity 
from the GTA and their 
contracted coordinator. 
The GTA also receives over 
$40,000 for the Glenferrie 
Festival through council’s 
‘Vibrant Retail Precincts’ grant, 
which can be used to operate 
alternative community events 
which also satisfy the specific 
criteria of the grant.
In an effort to bring more 
activity to Glenferrie Hawthorn, 
the GTA did introduce the Park 
Street Market in November 
2020, a fresh produce market 
on Saturday mornings. 
Unfortunately, the market EASTER POSTERS ON BIN WRAPS

has been cancelled multiple 
times since March and does 
not appear to have taken hold 
in the community, with some 
criticising the market’s poor 
promotion, limited stalls, and 
lack of variety. With stalls 
predominantly operated by 
Glenferrie businesses, the 
market requires local traders 
to divide their operations on a 
busy trading day for little gain 
while offering customers less 
products from retail shops only 
around the corner.
The GTA also under-delivered 
for Easter when a week before, 
small posters were haphazardly 
stuck to existing bin wraps 
stating “Celebrate Easter. Enter 
Colouring in Competition to 
Win an Easter Hamper valued 
at $150”, with no further details 
on the poster or online. 
The GTA did not respond to 
multiple emails requesting 
information about their 
plans for upcoming events 
or promotions, and how they 
intend to spend their funding. 
The GTA website was also 
unavailable for multiple days 
over the Easter period without 
any acknowledgement on their 
otherwise active social media. 
Perhaps this inactivity is an 
opportunity for Glenferrie 
locals to step up and offer their 
services to get the GTA on track 
with events to promote the 
area. Contact The Glenferrie 
Times with any suggestions, 
comments, or thoughts.

EDITORIAL
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BEN FROM BOROONDARA YOUTH IN 
THEIR JAM SPACE

DRAYSON, GENERAL MANAGER AT THE 
GLENFERRIE HOTEL

Locating Local Music 
Glenferrie’s burgeoning 
youth and hospitality 
culture provides an excellent 
environment for the creative 
arts, with live music growing 
in popularity, particularly 
with COVIDSafe outdoor 
events and entertainment.
After the council’s ‘Jazz in the 
Park’ concerts in January, local 
jazz lovers eagerly await the 
reopening of the renowned 
Lido Cinemas Jazz Room (675 
Glenferrie Road) later in 
the year. In the meantime, 
Glenferrie’s local bars, 
restaurants, and hospitality 

venues are already hosting 
an array of upcoming live 
music events.
Cam, owner of Nevermind Bar 
(336 Burwood Road), notices 
that their love for live music 
really resonates with their 
patrons. Currently, ‘Nevs’ 
hosts live acoustic musicians 
every Thursday and Friday 
nights, and look forward to 
reintroducing bigger bands and 
events, especially their popular 
electronic dance music DJs, 
and launching their first ever 
Record Fair in May.
Those looking for easy-
listening entertainment can 
find live musicians for acoustic 
Sunday sessions at the Kilburn  
(348 Glenferrie Road) and every 
Friday and Saturday night at 
the nearby Glenferrie Hotel (324 
Burwood Road). With resident 
artists Nat Allison and Adam 2, 
manager Drayson said locals 
can expect lots of unique 
covers of familiar and favourite 
classics. “We just want to bring 
some life back into the local 
pub scene, create a fantastic 
atmosphere, and continue to 
support local artists after such 
a difficult period.”
As part of the Boroondara Arts 
programme, throughout the 
year council’s Hawthorn Arts 
Centre (360 Burwood Road) 
hosts performances by local, 

nationally and internationally 
renowned musicians across 
a range of popular and niche 
genres, all listed on the ‘Events’ 
page at boroondara.vic.gov.au 
or in the program guides from 
Hawthorn Arts Centre.
Boroondara Youth (Level 1/360 
Burwood Road) provide 
a studio and jam space, 
workshops, and performance 
and promotional opportunities 
for local musicians under 25. 
With the support of council 
and the state government, 
their volunteer collective 
‘Solar Productions’ organise 
safe, drug and alcohol free 
live music events and gigs for 
young locals, by young locals, 
promoted on their ‘Boroondara 
Youth’ Facebook page.
The prestigious annual ten-
week Boroondara Eisteddfod 
will celebrate its 30th 
anniversary in 2021 with a 
huge encore concert on 21 July 
featuring performances from 
this year’s eisteddfod winners, 
standout performers, and 
alumni. 
Hawthorn is also home to 
the internationally renowned 
Australian Boys Choir as 
well as community choirs 
welcoming virtuosos of any 
skill levels, Swinburne Chorale 
and Hummingsong Women’s 
Choir. Often performing at 

council events, Glenferrie Brass 
and Boroondara Brass Band 
practice weekly at Glenferrie 
Oval, while the Hawthorn Pipe 
Band will honour their 106-year 
history on 17 July with their 
annual Legacy Concert at the 
Hawthorn Arts Centre. 

Creative Music for Schools (795 
Glenferrie Road) operate music 
lessons for children in schools 
around Melbourne, while 
Glenferrie locals looking to 
pick up a new instrument can 
find their equipment needs at 
Awave Productions  
(341 Burwood Road), call ahead 
on 9813 1833.
Whether you are looking to 
play or simply support local live 
music, Glenferrie’s options are 
steadily expanding.

How to Access 
Council Services
Despite the relaxing of 
COVID-19 restrictions, the 
City of Boroondara continues 
to offer limited in-person 
services.
The customer service desk at 
Hawthorn Arts Centre and at the 
Kew Library remain closed to 
“limit the risk of contagion, 
and to operate in a COVID-
safe manner”. 
Last year, internal structural 
changes within the City of 
Boroondara included the 
integration of customer service 
staff from several service areas 
into a central team which is 
the first point of contact for 
customers. 
These changes are part of 
the ‘Boroondara Customer 
First Program’ (the Program), 
designed to provide more 
seamless and responsive 
customer service when 
contacting council via phone, 
email, or in-person. Introduced 
in 2019, the five-year Program 
is projected to cost $129 million 
over 15 years to transform 
the council into a “customer-
centric organisation”, 
predominantly through 

improving information and 
communications technology. 
Council explained that recent 
upgrades to their online 
resources has made council 
customer services such as 
permit applications, payments, 
submissions, bookings, and 
finding information easier and 
more accessible. 
‘The ‘Snap Send Solve’ app for 
smartphones is an example 
of a digital resource where 
residents can take photos of 
local issues and send them 
directly to the council for 
immediate attention.
While improving online 
resources and services are a 
key focus for council, there 
are still opportunities for civic 
engagement for members of the 
local community who cannot 
access or use the internet, or 
choose not to. Council does 
offer digital literacy classes to 
assist residents in accessing 
council online services 
and other online materials, 
however these classes are only 
available online, requiring 
some knowledge and/or access 
to technology. 
Offline council communication 
options include telephone 

(9278 4444), post (Private Bag 
1, Camberwell 3124), and 
the in-person Camberwell 
Civic Centre customer 
service area (8 Inglesby Road, 
Camberwell). Locals can also 
make submissions via post 
to speak at council meetings 
about proposals and council 
payments can be made at 
Australia Post (782 Glenferrie 
Road, Hawthorn).
City of Boroondara commits to 
“answering phone calls within 
an average of 45 seconds, 
returning phone calls 
within one working day, and 
responding to all enquiries 
by mail, email, online, or fax 
within 10 working days of 
receipt”.
Council circulates 
informational pamphlets, 
the Boroondara Bulletin 
community magazine, and 
ward-specific newsletters to 
local residences, which are also 
often available at the Hawthorn 
Library.
In April 2021, council 
conducted a ‘Communications 
Channels Evaluation’ survey 
advertised online and in the 
Boroondara Bulletin. The 
evaluation sought feedback 

from residents about council 
communications, how they 
prefer to receive information, 
and which channels they 
would use to locate council 
news, information, and 
services. However, the council 
only advertised the option to 
provide feedback through an 
online survey. This appeared 
to exclude the portion of the 
community who do not utilise 
online services.
Upon enquiry, the council 
explained that although not 
advertised, print copies of the 
‘Communications Channels 
Evaluation’ survey were 
available at council libraries 
and upon individual request. 
Offline resources tend to be 
available, however require 
residents to be proactive, 
search for relevant news, and 
then specifically request offline 
options.
Maintaining the availability 
of online and offline 
communications and resources 
for the community means that 
all residents remain included 
and able to engage in council 
activities and local life.



THE GLENFERRIE TIMES

Gallery Elysium  
440-444 Burwood 
Road  
Elio Sanciolo
Describing himself as more of 
a caretaker than businessman, 
Elio Sanciolo’s “driving force” 
at Gallery Elysium is “access to 
the arts for the community”.
Elio migrated from Sicily to 
Melbourne with his family 
when he was five, when the 
Australian government was 
encouraging Italian migration 
in the 1960s. His earliest 
memories are of his father 
painting, who Elio jokingly 
blames for passing on his 
“addiction” to art to him and his 
brother Bart.
Growing up in the northern 
suburbs, Elio attended 
Moreland Primary and 
High Schools. Despite being 
discouraged from pursuing 
further education in the arts, 
Elio went on to complete 
an arts degree at RMIT and 
postgraduate diploma in 
education at Mercy Teaching 
College. He worked as an arts 
teacher at Santa Maria College 
for 15 years before being 
approached by Xavier College 
where he taught for 25 years, 
painting all the while. “I really 
believe if you are teaching in 
the arts, you have an obligation 
to maintain your practice.” 

Gabriel Gaté
In Gabriel Gaté’s 50 years 
as a chef, he has gone from 
French kitchens to Australian 
national television, still  
remembering first moving to 
Melbourne where “straight 
away, I discovered Glenferrie 
Road”.
Gabriel comes from the 
Loire Valley in France, where 
he undertook his chef’s 
apprenticeship in one of the 
best restaurants of the western 
French region. It is typical 
in France to cook with food 
sourced from the local region 
and so Gabriel utilised the 
berries, vegetables, salmon, 
and all fresh ingredients often 
directly from local farmers. 
When his apprenticeship was 
complete, Gabriel lived and 
worked for several years in 
France, England, and Germany.
In 1976, Gabriel met his wife, 
Angie, an Australian living 

While caring for his sick 
mother in 2018, Elio suffered 
a total back failure requiring 
major spinal surgery. “The 
chance I might never walk 
again really sharpened my view 
on life and how precious it is.” 
Elio took a year’s leave and 
began seriously reconsidering 
what he wanted out of his life. 
His wife, Teresa, suggested 
he fulfil his passion for art 
full-time. By the time Elio was 
waking up from surgery, Teresa 
had found the perfect space on 
Burwood Road - ironically, a 
former ergonomic chair store 
named ‘Bad Backs’. 
In June 2019, Elio opened 
Gallery Elysium with the 
assistance of his brother Bart 
and in collaboration with 
his sister Maria. The gallery 
offers public exhibitions and 
features a private studio space. 
Also available through the 
gallery are private art classes 
and courses, curated tours to 
Italy, and sometimes free art 
history lectures for the local 
community. The venue space 

and studying French in Paris. 
A year later, when Gabriel was 
22, the couple decided to move 
to Australia where they lived 
in Adelaide. Having already 
been working as a chef for six 
years prior to moving, upon 
settling Gabriel started his own 
freelancing business which 
included cooking for private 
parties, writing about food, 
and becoming involved in the 
media via television and radio.
In France, people tend to 
learn about cooking from their 
family, oral traditions passed 
down through generations. 
When arriving in Australia, 

TRADER IN 
THE SPOTLIGHT

can be hired for events where 
the artworks are showcased on 
their moveable walls. 
Elio lives in Fitzroy and 
spends his days at the gallery 
in Hawthorn before working 
most evenings at his dojo in 
Altona which he opened in 
2014. He finds martial and 
creative arts to similarly 
contribute to something 
greater than themselves, 
a holistic philosophy Elio 
maintains in his personal and 
professional life.
Between the gallery on 
Burwood Road and decades at 
Xavier on Barkers Road, Elio 
“know[s] all the cafes and lunch 
spots down Glenferrie Road 
very well”. Missing former 
favourites Picasso’s and Mario’s, 
Elio now opts for the “great 
dumplings” at Tao Tao House, 
“best Japanese” at Zen, and 
“beautiful rooftop” of Santoni 
Pizza & Bar , while taking full 
advantage of local art store, 
Eckersley’s Art & Craft.
While Glenferrie Road is a 
“very lively area”, Elio finds the 

Gabriel soon realised that 
Australians wanted written 
recipes. Gabriel has since 
authored 24 cookbooks 
covering an array of styles, 
topics, and cuisines.
In 1981, Angie and Gabriel 
moved to Melbourne to 
be closer to Angie’s family 
who lived in Hawthorn. 
Initially the couple moved to 
Richmond, then Mont Albert, 
and eventually to Surrey Hills 
where they have lived for the 
past 35 years.
From 1991 until 2000, Gabriel 
ran Gabriel Gaté Cookery 
Centre on Burwood Road 
which sold quality cookware 
and hosted cooking classes. 
Connecting him with the 
Glenferrie area, he remembers 
all the great greengrocers and 
his favourite still, the always 
dependable Continental Deli.
For the last 20 years, Gabriel 
has continued his freelance 
work and involvement in 
television, including producing 
and hosting SBS’s Taste Le 
Tour for 15 years. After such 
a successful career, Gabriel 

CUSTOMER IN 
THE SPOTLIGHT

recognises the need to step 
back and make room for new 
up-and-coming chefs. Still 
cooking for himself and his 
family, he also enjoys cycling, 
yoga, supporting the Hawthorn 
Hawks, and spending time with 
his family including his two 
sons and four grandchildren.
Despite ending Taste Le Tour 
last year, with his cooking 
Gabriel continues to “always 
experiment and try something 
new”. He often frequents The 
Leaf Store for fresh and quality 
ingredients, Miss Gourmet & Co. 
for the best chocolate and their 
good turnover in selection, and 
the new Coles Local.
Not just out in Glenferrie for 
ingredients, Gabriel can also be 
found shopping at Poloman and 
Readings, as well as enjoying 
the pastries from Laurent Bakery 
or dinner at Vaporetto. Gabriel 
appreciates that Hawthorn 
is a privileged and fabulous 
suburb and he will continue 
to take advantage of all there 
is on offer, as “it’s a good place 
to  be”.

lack of traders along Burwood 
Road stretch a “pity” and looks 
forward to the reopening of 
The Hawthorn Hotel. He is 
extremely critical of council’s 
“huge lack of understanding” 
about the necessity for trader 
parking, arguing it would not 
have been viable to sign his 
lease on Burwood Road without 
the ability to park at his friend’s 
nearby private property.
With Gallery Elysium, Elio 
strives to shift the typical 
purpose of a commercial 
gallery as a place not just to 
buy paintings, but for the 
community to experience and 
connect with art and artists.
“I love people walking in, 
especially when they’re not 
buying, because it means 
they’re genuinely interested 
in what’s on the wall,” said 
Elio, inviting all those who 
might walk past every day to 
feel welcome to come inside.
“If people are engaging with 
the art, observing, discussing, 
hating, loving it - that’s the 
whole purpose.”


